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WIRELESS DATA NETWORK SWITCHING
METHOD AND ELECTRONIC DEVICE
THEREOF

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/620,982, filed on Apr. 6, 2012 and
entitled “Smart wireless data network switching method”,
the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a wireless data network
switching method and electronic device thereof, and more
particularly, to a wireless data network switching method
and electronic device thereof capable of determining a user
data usage scenario according to a pattern of network data
usage and switching a current wireless network mode to a
best-fit wireless network mode accordingly, so as to meet
data throughput requirement and save power.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Electronic devices, such as mobile devices, are usually
equipped with a plurality of wireless network modules for
operating in a plurality of wireless network modes, such as
IEEE 802.11, Universal Mobile Telecommunications Sys-
tem (UMTS), Long Term Evolution (LTE), Worldwide
Interoperability for Microwave Access (WiMAX), etc. Basi-
cally, the higher data transmission throughput usually con-
sumes more power consumption. Therefore, it is impractical
to always utilize a wireless network module with a highest
transmission throughput, which results in unnecessary
power consumption.

Under such a situation, how to select the best-fit wireless
network mode among the plurality of wireless network
modules operating in the plurality of wireless network
modes to fulfill both data throughput and power saving
criterion would be one of the most important features which
modern electronic devices should be equipped with.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an objective of the present invention to
provide a wireless data network switching method and
electronic device thereof capable of determining a user data
usage scenario according to a pattern of network data usage
and switching a current wireless network mode to a best-fit
wireless network mode accordingly, so as to meet data
throughput requirement and save power.

The present invention discloses a wireless data network
switching method for an electronic device. The wireless data
network switching method includes recording a pattern of
network data usage of the electronic device during a period
of time; determining a user data usage scenario according to
the pattern of network data usage; and switching a current
wireless network mode to a selected wireless network mode
according to the user data usage scenario.

The present invention further discloses an electronic
device. The electronic device includes a plurality of wireless
network modules, for operating in a plurality of wireless
network modes; and a controller, for receiving data via one
of the plurality of wireless network modules operating in a
current wireless network mode, recording a pattern of net-
work data usage during a period of time, determining a user
data usage scenario according to the pattern of network data
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usage, and switching the current wireless network mode of
the current wireless network to a selected wireless network
mode of a selected wireless network for receiving following
data according to the user data usage scenario.

The present invention further discloses an electronic
device. The electronic device includes a plurality of wireless
network modules, for operating in a plurality of wireless
network modes; a computer readable recording medium for
storing a program code; and a processor coupled to the
computer readable recording medium, for executing the
program code perform steps of recording a pattern of
network data usage of the electronic device during a period
of time; determining a user data usage scenario according to
the pattern of network data usage; and switching a current
wireless network mode to a selected wireless network mode
according to the user data usage scenario.

These and other objectives of the present invention will
no doubt become obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art
after reading the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiment that is illustrated in the various figures
and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an electronic device
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a wireless data network switching process for the
electronic device shown in FIG. 1 according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 3-4 are schematic diagrams of network data usages
of'a low data usage scenario and a high data usage scenario
during A period of time according to en embodiment of the
present invention, respectively.

FIG. 5 is a wireless data network switching process
according to another embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Please refer to FIG. 1, which is a schematic diagram of an
electronic device 10 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the electronic device
10 includes wireless network modules WNM,-WNM,, a
storage unit 100 and a controller 102. In short, the wireless
network modules WNM ,-WNM, operate in distinct wireless
network modes, such as, but not limited to, IEEE 802.11
Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi), Evolution-Data Optimized (EV-
DO), General Packet Radio Service (GPRS), Universal
Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), Long Term
Evolution (LTE), Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave
Access (WiMAX), Evolution-Data Optimized (EVDO),
Time Division Synchronous Code Division Multiple Access
(TD-SCDMA), Time Division Long Term Evolution (TD-
LTE) and Long Term Evolution Advanced (LTE Advanced),
etc., and the controller 102 receives data via a current
wireless network module WNM,, of the wireless network
modules WNM,-WNM,, which operates in a current wire-
less network mode. Then, the controller 102 records a
pattern of network data usage (i.e. received data) in the
storage unit 100 such as a random-access memory (RAM),
a NAND flash during a period of time, and determines a user
data usage scenario according to the pattern of network data
usage, to switch the current wireless network mode of
current wireless network module WNM,, to a selected wire-
less network mode of a selected wireless network module
WNM, for receiving following data according to the user
data usage scenario. As a result, the present invention
determines the user data usage scenario according to the
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pattern of network data usage during the detected period of
time, and then timely switches the current wireless network
mode to a best-fit wireless network mode accordingly, so as
to meet data throughput requirement and save power.

In detail, please refer to FIG. 2, which is a wireless data
network switching process 20 for the electronic device 10
according to an embodiment of the present invention. As
shown in FIG. 2, the wireless data network switching
process 20 includes following steps:

Step 200: Start.

Step 202: Receive data via the current wireless network
mode.

Step 204: Calculate a total amount of data transmission Dt
during a period of time, calculate an amount of data trans-
mission in all peaks Dp during the same period of time, and
record the total amount of data transmission and the amount
of data transmission in all the peaks.

Step 206: Determine the user data usage scenario accord-
ing to a ratio Rpt of the amount of data transmission in all
the peaks Dp to the total amount of data transmission Dt
during the period of time.

Step 208: Determine whether to switch the current wire-
less network mode to the selected wireless network mode
according to the user data usage scenario. If yes, go to step
210; if no, go to step 202.

Step 210: Switch the current wireless network mode to the
selected wireless network mode.

Step 212: Adjust the upper threshold and the lower
threshold if the current wireless network mode is switched
back and forth within a predefined period of time. Go to step
202.

According to the wireless data network switching process
20, when the controller 102 receives data via the wireless
network module WNM,, operating in the current wireless
network mode, the controller 102 calculates a total amount
of data transmission Dt during a period of time, calculates an
amount of data transmission in all the peaks Dp during the
same period of time, and records the total amount of data
transmission and the amount of data transmission in the all
peaks in the storage unit 100, wherein the peaks have a
transmission rates higher than a threshold and relatively
higher than other transmission rates during the period. Then,
the controller 102 determines the user data usage scenario
according to a ratio Rpt of the amount of data transmission
in all the peaks Dp to the total amount of data transmission
Dt during the period of time, so as to determine whether to
switch the current wireless network mode to the selected
wireless network mode according to the user data usage
scenario.

In detail, since network data transmission is burst trans-
mission, more peaks during transmission indicate higher
data throughput is required, i.e. the ratio Rpt is correspond-
ing to required data throughput of the user data usage
scenario. Besides, the upper threshold Tu is properly set and
predefined to be corresponding to data throughput the cur-
rent wireless network mode of current wireless network
module WNM,, can manage to support, while the lower
threshold T1 is properly set and predefined to be correspond-
ing to data throughput below which power consumption of
the current wireless network mode of current wireless net-
work module WNM,, is considered unnecessary.

Therefore, if the ratio Rpt is lower than the upper thresh-
old Tu and higher than the lower threshold T1, the controller
102 determines the user data usage scenario is a current-
speed data usage scenario, wherein the current wireless
network mode can provide enough data throughput and
power consumption of the current wireless network mode is

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

adequate, and thus the controller 102 does not switch the
current wireless network mode, and still receives data via the
current wireless network mode.

On the contrary, if the ratio Rpt is higher than the upper
threshold Tu, the controller 102 determines the user data
usage scenario is a higher-speed data usage scenario, and
then switches the current wireless network mode of the
current wireless network WNM,, to the selected wireless
network mode of the selected wireless network module
WNM, with a speed (i.e. data throughput) higher than a
speed of the current wireless network. In other words, when
the current wireless network mode of the current wireless
network WNM,, can not provide enough data throughput for
the current user data usage scenario, the controller 102
switches the current wireless network mode to the selected
wireless network mode capable of providing higher data
throughput to receive following data.

On the other hand, if the ratio Rpt is lower than the lower
threshold T1, the controller 102 determines the user data
usage scenario is a lower-speed data usage scenario, and
then switches the current wireless network mode of the
current wireless network WNM,, to the selected wireless
network mode of the selected wireless network module
WNM, with a speed lower than a speed of the current
wireless network. In other words, when power consumption
of the current wireless network mode of current wireless
network module WNM,, is considered unnecessary for the
current user data usage scenario, the controller 102 switches
the current wireless network mode to the selected wireless
network mode with less power consumption to receive
following data. As a result, the controller 102 switches the
current wireless network mode to a best-fit wireless network
mode, so as to meet data throughput requirement and save
power.

For example, please refer to FIG. 3-4, which are sche-
matic diagrams of network data usages of a low data usage
scenario 30 and a high data usage scenario 40 during the
period of time according to an embodiment of the present
invention, respectively. As shown in FIG. 3, the low data
usage scenario 30 includes only three peaks (i.e. the three
peaks have transmission rates higher than a threshold and
relatively higher than other transmission rates during the
period), and data transmission during the period of time
other than the three peaks is low (e.g. the low data usage
scenario 30 can be website browsing which has high data
transmission only when a new website is opened). There-
fore, the ratio Rpt is low and a wireless network mode with
relatively low data throughput (e.g. Wi-Fi, UMTS) can
support the low data usage scenario 30 without unnecessary
power consumption.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 4, the high data usage
scenario 40 includes peaks almost all over the period of time
(e.g. the high data usage scenario 40 can be video streaming
which has high data transmission during video data is
received). Therefore, the ratio Rpt is high and a wireless
network mode with relatively high data throughput (e.g.
LTE, WiMAX) can support the high data usage scenario 40.

Under such a situation, when a user changes from the low
data usage scenario 30 to the high data usage scenario 40, the
controller 102 determines the high data usage scenario 40
having the ratio Rpt higher than the upper threshold Tu set
for the low data usage scenario 30, and switches the current
wireless network mode to the selected wireless network
mode capable of providing higher data throughput to support
the high data usage scenario 40. On the other hand, when a
user changes from the high data usage scenario 40 to the low
data usage scenario 30, the controller 102 determines the
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low data usage scenario 30 having the ratio Rpt lower than
the lower threshold T1 set for the high data usage scenario
40, and switches the current wireless network mode to the
selected wireless network mode with less power consump-
tion to receive following data and thus save power.

Moreover, according to step 212, the controller 102
adjusts the upper threshold Tu and the lower threshold T1 if
the current wireless network mode is switched back and
forth within a predefined period of time. That is, the con-
troller 102 increases the upper threshold Tu and decreases
the lower threshold if the controller 102 switches the current
wireless network mode back and forth among the wireless
network modes within a predefined period of time, to avoid
switching the current wireless network mode too frequently
if the upper threshold Tu and the lower threshold T1 are set
improperly. After adjusting, the upper threshold Tu and the
lower threshold T1 values are restored back to original
predefined values if the corresponding wireless network
mode is not using for a predefined period of time.

Noticeably, a spirit of the present invention is to deter-
mine the user data usage scenario according to the pattern of
network data usage during the detected period of time, and
then timely switch the current wireless network mode to a
best-fit wireless network mode accordingly, so as to meet
data throughput requirement and save power. Those skilled
in the art should make modifications or alterations accord-
ingly. For example, in the above embodiment, the controller
102 determines the user data usage scenario according to the
ratio Rpt, but the controller 102 can also determine the user
data usage scenario only according to the total amount of
data transmission Dt during the period of time. That is, when
the total amount of data transmission Dt during the period of
time is lower than a transmission threshold, even if the ratio
Rpt is high (e.g. radio broadcast), the controller 102 still
determines the user data usage scenario is a low-speed data
usage scenario which can be supported by a wireless net-
work mode with relatively low data throughput.

The above operations of the electronic device 10 can be
summarized into a wireless data network switching process
50. The wireless data network switching process 50 includes
following steps:

Step 500: Start.

Step 502: Record the pattern of network data usage during
the period of time.

Step 504: Determine the user data usage scenario accord-
ing to the pattern of network data usage.

Step 506: Switch the current wireless network mode to the
selected wireless network mode according to the user data
usage scenario.

Step 508: End.

Details of the wireless data network switching process 50
can be derived by referring to the above description, and are
not narrated hereinafter.

Please note that the controller 102 may include a proces-
sor and a computer readable recording medium. The com-
puter readable recording medium is any data storage device
that includes a program code, thereafter read and performed
by the processor. Examples of the computer readable record-
ing medium include a subscriber identity module (SIM), a
universal subscriber identity module (USIM), read-only
memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM),
CD-ROMs, magnetic tapes, hard disks, optical data storage
devices, and carrier waves (such as data transmission
through the Internet). The processor can execute the pro-
gram code to perform the process 20 or 50.

In summary, the present invention determines the user
data usage scenario according to the pattern of network data
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6

usage during the detected period of time, and timely
switches the current wireless network mode to a best-fit
wireless network mode accordingly, so as to meet data
throughput requirement and save power

Those skilled in the art will readily observe that numerous
modifications and alterations of the device and method may
be made while retaining the teachings of the invention.
Accordingly, the above disclosure should be construed as
limited only by the metes and bounds of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A wireless data network switching method on a mobile
device equipped with a plurality of wireless network mod-
ules for operating in a plurality of wireless network modes
wherein lower data transmission throughput of the plurality
of wireless network modes consume less power consump-
tion, comprising:
recording, by the mobile device, a pattern of network data
usage of the electronic device during a period of time;

determining, by the mobile device, a user data usage
scenario according to the pattern of network data usage;

switching, by the mobile device, a current wireless net-
work mode of the plurality of wireless network modes
to another wireless network mode of the plurality of
wireless network modes with lowest power consump-
tion that meets data throughput requirement for receiv-
ing following data by the another wireless network
mode of the plurality of wireless network modes
according to the user data usage scenario and power
consumption of the plurality of wireless network
modes;

determining and adjusting, by the mobile device, an upper

threshold of the pattern of network data usage and a
lower threshold of the pattern of network data usage if
the current wireless network mode is switched to
another wireless network mode of the plurality of
wireless network modes within a predefined period of
time;

increasing, by the mobile device, the upper threshold if

the current wireless network mode is switched to the
another wireless network mode with a first speed higher
than a second speed of the current wireless network
mode; and

decreasing, by the mobile device, the lower threshold if

the current wireless network mode is switched to the
another wireless network mode with a third speed
lower than the second speed of the current wireless
network mode;

wherein the pattern of network data usage is a ratio of an

amount of data transmission in peaks to a total amount
of data transmission during the period of time.

2. The wireless data network switching method of claim
1, wherein the step of recording, by the mobile device, the
pattern of network data usage of the electronic device during
the period of time comprises:

calculating, by the mobile device, the total amount of data

transmission during the period of time;
calculating, by the mobile device, the amount of data
transmission in peaks during the period of time; and

recording, by the mobile device, the total amount of data
transmission and the amount of data transmission in the
peaks.

3. The wireless data network switching method of claim
2, wherein the step of determining, by the mobile device, the
user data usage scenario according to the pattern of network
data usage comprises:
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determining, by the mobile device, the user data usage
scenario according to the ratio of the amount of data
transmission in the peaks to the total amount of data
transmission during the period of time.

4. The wireless data network switching method of claim

1, wherein the wireless network mode comprises at least two
of following:

Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi), Evolution-Data Optimized
(EV-DO), General Packet Radio Service (GPRS), Uni-
versal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS),
Long Term Evolution (LTE), Worldwide Interoperabil-
ity for Microwave Access (WiMAX), EVDO, TD-
SCDMA, TD-LTE and LTE Advanced.

5. A mobile device, comprising:

a plurality of wireless network modules, for operating in
a plurality of wireless network modes wherein lower
data transmission throughput of the plurality of wire-
less network modes consume less power consumption;
and

a controller, for receiving data via one of the plurality of
wireless network modules operating in a current wire-
less network mode, recording a pattern of network data
usage during a period of time, determining a user data
usage scenario according to the pattern of network data
usage, switching the current wireless network mode of
the plurality of wireless network modes of the current
wireless network to another wireless network mode of
the plurality of wireless network modes with lowest
power consumption that meets data throughput require-
ment of another wireless network for receiving follow-
ing data by the another wireless network mode of the
plurality of wireless network modes according to the
user data usage scenario and power consumption of the
plurality of wireless network modes, determining and
adjusting an upper threshold of the pattern of network
data usage and a lower threshold of the pattern of
network data usage if the current wireless network
mode is switched to another wireless network mode of
the plurality of wireless network modes within a pre-
defined period of time, increasing the upper threshold
if the current wireless network mode is switched to the
another wireless network mode with a first speed higher
than a second speed of the current wireless network
mode, and decreasing the lower threshold if the current
wireless network mode is switched to the another
wireless network mode with a third speed lower than
the second speed of the current wireless network mode;

wherein the pattern of network data usage is a ratio of an
amount of data transmission in peaks to a total amount
of data transmission during the period of time.

6. The mobile device of claim 5, wherein the controller
calculates the total amount of data transmission during the
period of time, calculates the amount of data transmission in
peaks during the period of time, and records the total amount
of data transmission and the amount of data transmission in
the peaks.

7. The mobile device of claim 6, wherein the controller
determines the user data usage scenario according to the
ratio of the amount of data transmission in the peaks to the
total amount of data transmission during the period of time.

8. The mobile device of claim 5, wherein the wireless
network mode comprises at least two of following:

Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi), Evolution-Data Optimized
(EV-DO), General Packet Radio Service (GPRS), Uni-
versal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS),
Long Term Evolution (LTE), Worldwide Interoperabil-
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ity for Microwave Access (WIMAX), EVDO, TD-
SCDMA, TD-LTE and LTE Advanced.

9. A mobile device, the mobile device comprising:

a plurality of wireless network modules, for operating in
a plurality of wireless network modes wherein lower
data transmission throughput of the plurality of wire-
less network modes consume less power consumption;

a computer readable recording medium for storing a

program code; and

a processor coupled to the computer readable recording

medium, for executing the program code perform steps

of:

recording a pattern of network data usage of the elec-
tronic device during a period of time;

determining a user data usage scenario according to the
pattern of network data usage;

switching a current wireless network mode of the
plurality of wireless network modes to another wire-
less network mode of the plurality of wireless net-
work modes with lowest power consumption that
meets data throughput requirement for receiving
following data by the another wireless network mode
of the plurality of wireless network modes according
to the user data usage scenario and power consump-
tion of the plurality of wireless network modes; and

determining and adjusting an upper threshold of the
pattern of network data usage and a lower threshold
of the pattern of network data usage if the current
wireless network mode is switched to another wire-
less network mode of the plurality of wireless net-
work modes within a predefined period of time;

increasing the upper threshold if the current wireless
network mode is switched to the another wireless
network mode with a first speed higher than a second
speed of the current wireless network mode; and

decreasing the lower threshold if the current wireless
network mode is switched to the another wireless
network mode with a third speed lower than the
second speed of the current wireless network mode;

wherein the pattern of network data usage is a ratio of
an amount of data transmission in peaks to a total
amount of data transmission during the period of
time.

10. The mobile device of claim 9, wherein the processor
executing the program code to perform the step of recording
the pattern of network data usage of the electronic device
during the period of time comprises:

calculating the total amount of data transmission during

the period of time;

calculating the amount of data transmission in peaks

during the period of time; and

recording the total amount of data transmission and the

amount of data transmission in the peaks.

11. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the processor
executing the program code to perform the step of deter-
mining the user data usage scenario according to the pattern
of network data usage comprises:

determining the user data usage scenario according to the

ratio of the amount of data transmission in the peaks to
the total amount of data transmission during the period
of time.

12. The mobile device of claim 9, wherein the wireless
network mode comprises at least two of following:

Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi), Evolution-Data Optimized

(EV-DO), General Packet Radio Service (GPRS), Uni-
versal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS),
Long Term Evolution (LTE), Worldwide Interoperabil-
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ity for Microwave Access (WiMAX), EVDO, TD-
SCDMA, TD-LTE and LTE Advanced.
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